

Checklist for Parents Visiting/Seeking Placement 
At a Day Special School
A. GENERAL:

1. What is the designation of the school?
2. What percentage of pupils have ASD/ADHD/DLD/LD/PDA, etc?
3. How many pupils are there on whole school roll? What is the maximum number?
4. What is the ability range of pupils?
5. How many teaching staff (including Head Teacher & Senior Leadership Team)? How many support staff?
6. How are the staff/classes organised?

7. What are ‘average’ adult:pupil ratios?

8. In the class group where (parents’) child would be placed: What is the ability range? What special educational needs do the pupils have? How many pupils are there? How many staff are there?

9. What additional qualifications, knowledge, skills and experience do staff (teaching and support staff) have? What additional training do they access?

B. Therapy
1. Speech and Language Therapy SALT):

How many Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) SALTs? What particular specialisms do they have? Who employs them? How do they support pupils and staff? How is therapy delivered – individual, group, classroom support? What universal approaches does the school have relating to language and communication skills? What are the targeted interventions used in the school? How many pupils receive Speech and Language Therapy and is this on weekly, fortnightly, monthly, or termly basis?

2. Occupational Therapy:

How many FTE OTs? Do any of the OT’s working with children at the school have postgraduate training in sensory integration? Who employs them? How do they support pupils and staff? How is therapy delivered – individual, group, classroom?

How many pupils receive OT and is this on weekly, fortnightly, monthly, or termly basis? How many pupils have sensory diets? Who devises the sensory diet and how are they monitored?

3. Oher Therapy

How many FTE other therapists are there? What particular specialisms do they have? Who employs them? How do the therapists support pupils and staff?

C. CURRICULUM DELIVERY
1. How is the curriculum delivered? What specialist literacy and numeracy programmes are available & how are they delivered? Similarly, what other specialist programmes, such as social skills groups, sensory integration programmes are there?
2. Are there particular programmes for young people with ASD and/or ADHD/and/or PDA?

3. What extra-curricular facilities are available, and when and how often are they available? 

D
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

1.
How are parents involved in their children’s education?

2.
How is a consistent approach across home and school developed and maintained? 

3.
How are the needs of the ‘whole’ child and family met?
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